Nathan Vasquez, Multnomah County District Attorney

1200 SW 1st Avenue, Suite 5200, Portland, OR 97204-1193
P: (503) 988-3162 | F: (503) 988-3643 | www.mcda.us

January 13, 2025
via email only

Patrick Cashman
pchasman20@gmail.com

Re: Petition of Patrick Cashman seeking review of the City of Portland’s response to a
public records request

Dear Mr. Cashman:

In your public records petition to this office, dated January 9, 2025, you challenge the
City’s decision to redact the names of certain police bureau employees from records that it
produced to you. You had made a public records request for “all information including all flags,
links, on myself Patrick Cashman dob 7/25/1971 in Reglin. Also provide list of all accesses of
same since 1/1/2020.” The City produced responsive records to you, but redacted the names of
multiple individuals, citing ORS 181A.672. This petition followed.

ORS 181A.672(2) prohibits a public body from disclosing “information about an employee
of the agency while the employee is assigned duties the agency considers undercover investigative
duties and for a period of six months after the conclusion of those duties.” You argue that because
ORS 181A.672(1)(b) provides that, for purposes of ORS 181A.672, ““Information’ includes, but
is not limited to, an address, telephone number, date of birth and photograph” that a person’s name
is not exempt under this section. This office has previously concluded otherwise. Petition of
Cashman, MCDA PRO 22-77 (2022) (“ORS 181A.825(2)" prohibits releasing the names of
officers [assigned to undercover duties]”); Petition of Bernstein, MCDA PRO 20-46 (2020)
(approving redaction of name and salary under this section).

A person’s name is “information” about them, and the list of examples in ORS
181A.672(1)(b) is explicitly non-exhaustive. I understand your policy argument that names of
police officers, whatever their assignment, should not be confidential, but it is contrary to the plain
language of the statute. Accordingly, your petition is denied.

Regards,

NATHAN VASQUEZ
District Attorney

Multnomah County, Orggon
By: M

Adam Gibbs
General Counsel
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! Since our order in 2022 ORS 181A.825 was renumbered to ORS 181A.672 without change to the wording.



