
 

Nathan Vasquez, Multnomah County District Attorney 
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 April 19, 2025 
via email only 

Anthony Effinger 
Reporter – Willamette Week 
aeffinger@wweek.com 

D. Raghav Shan 
Legal Counsel – OHSU 
shanmuga@ohsu.edu 

Re: Petition of Anthony Effinger, on behalf of Willamette Week, challenging Oregon 
Health & Science University’s denial of a public records request for a separation 
agreement 

Dear Mr. Effinger and Mr. Shan:  

On March 4, 2025 petitioner, a reporter for Willamette Week, submitted a public records 
request to Oregon Health & Science University (OHSU) for, in relevant part, “a copy of Dr. Danny 
Jacobs’ separation agreement from OHSU, including any severance pay and any benefits that 
extend beyond his tenure at OHSU.” OHSU denied the request, stating that the requested records 
were faculty records not subject to the Oregon Public Records Law by operation of ORS 353.260. 
On April 8, 2025 petitioner challenged this determination by submitting a petition to this office 
pursuant to ORS 192.422 and requested that we order OHSU to release the record. 

Dr. Jacobs was the president of OHSU, but resigned in October. Petitioner has written 
multiple articles on Dr. Jacobs’ departure from the OHSU presidency.1 In response to this petition, 
counsel for OHSU now acknowledges that the university’s initial response to petitioner was in 
error. The correct response should have been (and is): “OHSU is not in possession of responsive 
records to Mr. Effinger’s March 4, 2025, public records request because Dr. Jacobs has not 
separated from OHSU and continues to be employed at OHSU as Special Advisor to the 
President.” OHSU cites petitioner’s own reporting as corroboration (as well as its own internal 
employee profiles page which shows Dr. Jacobs listed as a “Special Advisor to the President” and 
“Professor, Surgery.” A written statement that a public body is not the custodian of the requested 
records completes a response to a public records request. ORS 192.329(2)(d). 

 
1 See, e.g., A. Effinger, “OHSU President Danny Jacobs Resigns After Fraught Tenure, Citing ‘Personal Reasons,’” 
Willamette Week, Oct. 24, 2025 (https://www.wweek.com/news/health/2024/10/24/ohsu-president-danny-jacobs-
resigns-after-fraught-tenure-citing-personal-reasons/); A. Effinger, “Dr. Danny Jacobs Added $700,000 to His 
Retirement Accounts,” Willamette Week, December 19, 2024 (https://www.wweek.com/news/2024/12/19/dr-danny-
jacobs-added-700000-to-his-retirement-account/); A. Effinger, “Former OHSU President Danny Jacobs Remains 
‘Special Adviser’ to Interim Leader,” Willamette Week, Feb. 4, 2025 
(https://www.wweek.com/news/2025/02/04/former-ohsu-president-danny-jacobs-remains-special-adviser-to-
interim-leader/) 
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OHSU has confirmed it does not have a responsive record (i.e. a “separation agreement.”) 
Dr. Jacobs remains employed by OHSU and has thus not ended his tenure at the institution. 
Because there is no relief that we can order, the petition is moot. Petition of Shepherd, MCDA 
PRO 06-12 (2006) (district attorney cannot order a public body to produce a record it does not 
possess); Petition of OPB, MCDA PRO 25-06 (2025) (discussing at length the prudential 
application of the mootness doctrine in district attorney public records petitions). 

ORDER 

Accordingly, the petition is denied as moot. 

 Regards, 
  
NATHAN VASQUEZ 
District Attorney 
Multnomah County, Oregon 
 
By:    

Adam Gibbs  
General Counsel 
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